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If anyone contacts us looking for particular plants we will contact the person 
growing the plant directly ourselves. We will also be contacting gardens and 
nurseries, seeking the same information, and encouraging the growing of Irish 
Heritage Plants. 
  
Starting with this issue, each newsletter will have a list of Irish Heritage Plants 
which our research has shown have limited availability. This will be a small 
percentage of the total number as there are many more not listed at all because 
they are no longer commercially available. 
  
So please, read through the list below, and let me know if you grow any of them. 
It would be good to know if you are propagating them or if you would allow 
propagation material to be taken and maybe even where or who you got the 
plant from – the more information the better. All details will be kept 
confidential. Of course if you have any other plants listed in A Heritage of 
Beauty please feel free to list them too. 
 
Listing alphabetically A-C totals 659 plants. Only 109 are listed below as 
available at present or recent past (excluding 75 Begonia for sake of space). 46 
more (not listed) are available at present in 4 or more nurseries. 3 of the plants 
below were listed in the IGPS survey of 2007 - Celmisia ‘David Shackleton’, 
Acanthus spinosus ‘Lady Moore’, and Cestrum roseum ‘Illnacullin’.  
 
Stephen Butler 
Curator of Horticulture 
Dublin Zoo 
stephencbutler@gmail.com 
 
 
Available from only 1 nursery  
 
Aeonium valverdense 
 
Agapanthus campanulatus ‘Spokes’ 
Agapanthus praecox ‘Bangor Blue’ 
Agapanthus ‘Ballyrogan’ 
Agapanthus ‘Oxbridge’ 
Agapanthus ‘Slieve Donard’ 
Agapanthus ‘Starburst’ 
 
Anemone coronaria ‘Saint Bridgid’ 
Anemone nemerosa ‘Green Dream’ 



 

 

 

 

24

Aspidistra lurida ‘Irish Mist’ 
Athyrium filix-femina ‘Congestum Minus’ 
Berberis x stenophylla ‘Autumnalis’ 
Berberis x stenophylla ‘Compacta’ 
Bergenia ‘Ballawley Guardsman’ 
Cedrus libani ‘Comte de Dijon’ 
Celmisia ‘David Shackleton’ 
Chamaecyparis thyoides ‘Variegata’ 
Chionodoxa siehei 
Cotoneaster bradyi 
Cotoneaster newryensis 
Crocosmia latifolia syn. crocosmioides Mount Stewart Late (not established) 
 
Crocosmia masoniorum ‘Rowallane Apricot’ 
Crocosmia x crocosmiflora ‘Daisy Hill’ 
Crocosmia ‘Carnival’ (‘Cardinale’?) 
Crocosmia ‘Ruby Velvet’ 
Cryptomeria japonica ‘Kilmacurragh’ 
Cryptomeria japonica ‘Knaptonensis’ 
Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Pendula’ 
Cytisus ‘Killiney Red’ 
Cytisus ‘Newry Seedling’ 
 
 
Available from only 2 nurseries 
 
Acanthus spinosus ‘Lady Moore’ 
Aeonium nobile 
Agapanthus campanulatus ‘White Hope’ 
Agapanthus praecox ‘Mount Stewart’ 
Amorphophallus kerrii 
Anemone nemerosa ‘Hannah Gubbay’ 
 
Berberis x stenophylla ‘Irwinii’ 
Bergenia Ballawley Hybrids 
Calluna ‘Leslie Slinger’ 
Calluna ‘Ruby Slinger’ 
 
Campanula poscharskyana ‘Glandore’ 
Crocosmia masoniorum ‘Fernhill’ 
Crocosmia x crocosmiflora ‘Mount Stewart’ = ‘Jessie’ 
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Crocus veluchensis 
Cytisus ‘Dorothy Walpole’ 
Cytisus ‘Firefly’ 
Cytisus ‘Fulgens’ 
 
 
Available from only 3 nurseries 
 
Agapanthus campanulatus ‘Oxford Blue’ 
Agapanthus ‘Lady Moore’ 
Agapanthus ‘Plas Merdyn Blue’ 
Agapanthus ‘Plas Merdyn White’ 
Anchusa (Pentaglottis) sempervirens 
Anemone nemerosa ‘Lismore Blue’ 
Campanula x tymonsii 
Cardamine heptaphylla ‘Guincho’ 
Cytisus ‘Killiney Salmon’ 
 
 
Not available at present, last listed in Plant Finder in year after name 
 
Anemone coronaria Creagh Castle Strain 1997 
 
Ajuga ‘Brockbankii’ 1998 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Killiney Gold’ 1998 
 
Bergenia ‘Croesus’ 2000 
Cytisus ‘Butterfly’ 2000 
 
Cytisus ‘Lord Lambourne’ 2002 
 
Berberis x antoniana 2004 
Cytisus ‘Dragonfly’ 2004 
Cytisus ‘Queen Mary’ 2004 
 
Aeoniu subplanum 2006 
Berberis x stenophylla ‘Corallina’ 2006 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Annesleyana’ 2006 
Berberis x stenophylla ‘Coccinea’ 2008 
Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Donard Gold’ 2008 
Cytisus ‘Andreanus Splendens’ 2008 
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Berberis x carminea ‘Buccaneer’ 2009 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Moonlight’ 2009 
Colchicum speciosum ‘Maximum’ 2009 
 
Aeonium gomerense 2010 
Agapanthus campanulatus ‘Mooreanus’ 2010 
Agapanthus mooreanus 2010 
Aster ‘Silver Queen’ 2010 
Berberis x carminea ‘Barbarossa’ 2010 
 
Abies fargesii ‘Headfort’ 2011 
Agapanthus ‘Violetta’ 2011 
Anemone nemerosa ‘Lismore Pink’ 2011 
 
Calluna ‘Alba Tomentosa’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Anne Dobbin’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Bray Head’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Caleb Threlkeld’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Carbgold’ syn ‘Carngold’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Celtic Gold’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Clare Carpet’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Coccinea’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Foliis Argentea’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Hibernica’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Minima Smith's Variety’ 2011 
Calluna ‘Roland Haagen’ 2011 
Calluna ‘White Carpet’ 2011 
 
Campanula persicifolia (Irish Double White) 2011 
Celmisia Ballyrogan Hybrids 2011 
Celmisia ‘Harry Bryce’ 2011 
Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Golden Spire’ 2011 
Cytisus ‘Daisy Hill’ 2011 
 
Agapanthus campanulatus nanus (Slieve Donard) 2012 
Cedrus deodara ‘Nivea’ 2012 
Cestrum roseum ‘Illnacullin’ 2012 
Cytisus ‘Baronscourt Amber’ 2012 
Cytisus ‘Donard Gem’ 2012 
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    Worth a read by Paddy Tobin 
                                                                                            

When you are out walking do you constantly look 
at the flowers growing at the roadside; do you 
check off their names in your head as you go 
along and when you spot one you don’t 
immediately recognise does it set you to thinking 
and analysing and wondering what it might be? 
Do you take out your reference books when you 
go home – well, how many of us actually carry 
these field guides with us – and begin the 
oftentimes frustrating search for the elusive 
identification. It is something I have done many 
times. I am simply a keen amateur with no 
botanic training and a simple-to-use book to help 
me identify Irish wildflowers is something I have 
always wished for. Here, we have one! Zoe 
Devlin has produced just the book for the likes of 
me.  
 
Over 500 plants are listed and illustrated by over 

1,200 of her photographs and all organised by colour – what do you do when 
you want to identify a plant? Like me, you probably start with the colour of the 
flower - what most amateurs do - and the author recognises that and provides 
the ideal tool for us. The book is organised into sections by the colour of the 
flowers and within each section it is further organised by, for example, the 
number of petals, how the flowers are organised on the plant, single or clumps, 
shape of the leaves etc. It makes the hobby of identifying the plants you meet on 
your way so very enjoyable and, most importantly, successful – you do find a 
name for that unusual one you came across! That is what a good field guide 
should do and this one does it so beautifully!  

 
Highly recommended. Another topper from Zoe and from The Collins Press. 
Outstanding value if ordered directly from the publishers.  
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Yoko Kawaguchi’s “Japanese Zen Gardens” with photographs by Alex 
Ramsey is an absolutely wonderful book. Much 
of the bewilderment we might have when we 
view Japanese gardens is quickly cleared away 
in this volume. What is a Zen garden? Quite 
simply a garden built in a Zen Temple, so it is a 
term applied to a garden in a particular 
location rather than to a style of gardening. 
Indeed, the Japanese don’t use the term at all 
but rather refer to dry-landscape gardens. And, 
again, the mystique of the placed rocks is 
clarified. It is all a matter of symbolism and 
interpretation so one need not despair when 
the flying crane is not immediately obvious on 

first viewing or you fail to see the carp ascending the dry waterfall or the distant 
mountains, represented perhaps by a group of azaleas or the group of islands by 
carefully placed rocks. You must gaze and appreciate or, better still, be shown 
the garden by the gardener. Failing that, as most of us won’t manage to do so, 
there is always this wonderful book which traces the Zen garden through 800 
years of its history bringing us right up to the 20th century. A timeline early in 
the book allows the reader to place the development of these gardens into an 
international perspective, a small but fascinating inclusion. The photography is 
outstanding concentrating almost completely on garden views rather than on 
detail and Alex Ramsey acknowledges that most were taken under the direction 
of the author so as to best illustrate the essence of each garden. Together, the 
photographs and the text are a wonderful combination, an excellent and 
informative read beautifully illustrated. Frances Lincoln, £30 – worth it!  
 
I am fortunate to live very close to Mount Congreve Gardens in Waterford and, 
especially at this time of year, to be able to enjoy the magnificent range of 

magnolias which is growing there. Winter 
storms felled many trees in the gardens, a great 
deal of damage but also some marvellous 
opportunities. The loss of two old and large 
cherry trees opened a vista over a planting of 
Magnolia campbellii which had not been seen 
in fifty years. It encompasses some dozens of 
trees and runs, certainly, for over one hundred 
metres. It is the most fabulous planting I have 
ever seen.  
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I am also fortunate to have a copy of Magnolias in Art & Cultivation to 
hand. It is one of those extraordinarily fabulous and beautiful books which 
appears only very occasionally and it is one to be treasured. The book contains 
over 150 original paintings by botanical artist Barbara Oozeerally while the text 
is provided by Jim Gardiner and Stephen A. Spondberg. Barbara Oozeerally 
turned from architecture to botanical art in 1996 and has since received many, 
many rewards for her work – gold medals from the RHS, Certificates of 
Botanical Merit from the UK and the USA among others. My comments on the 
merits of her work would be superfluous only to say I found them truly 
beautiful and incredibly life-like. Jim Gardiner is presently RHS Director of 
Horticulture and was Curator at RHS Garden Wisley for over twenty years prior 
to that, while he worked previously in The Savill Garden, Cambridge University 
Botanic Garden, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh as Curator, the Sir Harold 
Hillier Gardens and the City of Liverpool Botanic Gardens. He has written 
previously on magnolias and his Encyclopaedia of Flowering Shrubs was an 
outstanding publication. Here he provides the general information on the 
magnolias and their cultivation covering all the hardy species and around 100 
hybrids and cultivars. Stephen A. Spongberg is Curator Emeritus of the Arnold 
Arboretum of Harvard University and Director Emeritus of the Polly Hill 
Arboretum. His particular interest is in the wood plants of the North Temperate 
Zone and in the horticultural history of plant introductions into garden 
cultivation. His book, A Reunion of Trees, is on this topic and draws on his 
many plant collecting trips to Asia. In this book he provides full botanical 
descriptions for the magnolias. As might be expected from such a combination 
of talent the book is simply outstanding in every aspect, one to have and to 
treasure, a legacy book. Kew Publishing, £90. 
 

Finally, and briefly, Timothy Walker has spoken to 
gardening groups here in Ireland on a number of 
occasions and those who have attended can attest to 
what a wonderful speaker he is and how well he 
presents his material. He is the Director of the Oxford 
University Botanic Garden and a member of the 
group of conservation biologists helping to develop 
the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation. The book 
is written for gardeners and all those who care about 
plants and who understand how essential they are to 
our future. The most crucial areas of plant 
conservation are examined to show what we each 
need to do to prevent further plant losses.       
Timber Press, £15.     
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                                         Snippets 
 
Two exhibitions in the Education and Visitor Centre, NBG, Glasnevin 
 
Lady Charlotte Wheeler-Cuffe 
Continuing until Wednesday 23rd of April this exhibition opened in early April 
with the launch of Shadow Among Splendours - Lady Charlotte Wheeler-
Cuffe’s adventures among the flowers of Burma, 1897-1921 by Dr. E. Charles 
Nelson. The book is available to purchase at the information desk. 
 
In May the Irish Society of Botanical Artists will present their inaugural 
exhibition.  The exhibition entitled The Irish Alphabet in Botanical Art marries 
native plant species with the capital letters of their names in Irish. There are 
over 60 artists producing distinctive paintings, which will be exhibited as 
complete eighteen-letter Irish alphabets. Tim O’Neill, renowned calligrapher, 
has created a unique font for the project.  Artists from the thirty-two counties of 
Ireland will be taking part, along with Irish artists living in Britain, France, 
Austria and Italy, Newfoundland and Oregon U.S.A. This unified collection of 
paintings will be a celebration of the Irish language, native Irish plants and 
botanical art.  Each work will depict one of a wide selection of native plants 
chosen by the National Botanic Gardens, to illustrate the variety of plant forms 
and habitats on the island of Ireland. 
 
The Irish Society of Botanical Artists is a group of botanical artists and people 
interested in botanical art. Their mission is ‘To facilitate interaction amongst 
botanical artists in Ireland, and to foster and inspire their creative 
development.’  The Society was established in response to the revival in 
popularity that botanical art has experienced in recent times. Irish botanical 
artists are fortunate to have an extraordinarily rich heritage of botanical art to 
draw upon, including artists such as, Lydia Shackleton, Lady Charlotte Wheeler 
Cuffe and Raymond Piper.   
 
The exhibition will take place from 2nd May – 25th May in the Visitor Centre of 
the National Botanic Gardens.  For additional information please contact: 
www.irishbotanicalartists.com        www.botanicgardens.ie 
 
On the inside cover of the newsletter is the letter A painted by Susan Sex. 
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                          Regional Reports 
 
MUNSTER 
 
February 4th “Snowdrops-harbinger of spring.”  
On Tuesday, 4th February, Paddy Tobin braved a wild night to come to Cork.  
He began his well-illustrated talk, logically, by telling us about snowdrops: 
snowdrops (Galanthus from the Greek for milk flower) are native to a large area 
of Europe, and, although often thought to have been introduced into Britain by 
the Romans, they most probably came to Britain and Ireland in the early 16th 
century.  There are over 2000 named snowdrops.  Most are G. nivalis with 
other varities being G. plicatus and G. elwesii, or hybrids, generally G.nivalis 
with G. plicatus. 
 
After the introduction, his many photographs of expanses of snowdrops showed 
how attractive and welcoming they can be after winter. Although harbingers of 
spring, some grow in autumn and for example G. ‘Faringdon Double’, a double 
that appears before Christmas and G. plicatus ‘Three Ships’ is also a 
“Christmas” snowdrop. We were told that snowdrop bulbs can sell for 100s of 
euros, but that is really only for people wanting the latest fashion “must have”.  
Indeed, Paddy described a normal cost snowdrop, G. ‘Straffan’ as “the best in 
the whole world”.  This is a hybrid of a G. plicatus brought here by Major Eyre 
Massey from the Crimea in the 1850s and a G. nivalis tended by the gardener 
Frederick Bedford at Straffan House, Co. Kildare. More snowdrops of Irish 
interest were shown. Mark Smyth found a G.nivalis x G.plicatus cross in a 
garden in Co. Antrim.  This is aptly named ‘Mark’s Tall’ as it reaches over 1 foot 
when in flower. It is also very scented and, with its height, good for the back of 
the bed. Another Irish snowdrop G. ‘Hill Poë’ arose in the garden of James Hill 
Poë at Riverston, Nenagh around 1911.  A double snowdrop, small, with five 
outer segments and about twenty inner segments. An elegantly shaped early 
flowering G. elwesii, is named ‘Mrs. MacNamara’.  She came from Ennistymon, 
Co Clare (The Falls Hotel) and was the mother in law of Dylan Thomas. 
Snowdrops survive best if divided about every three years and feeding merely 
requires the application of leaf mould. Having attracted us all to snowdrops, 
Paddy suggested getting snowdrops by asking fellow gardeners or buying from 
the specialist Avon bulbs in England. 
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Paddy finished with a picture quiz which the attentive audience answered well, 
having been riveted by the presentation.  A short report cannot cover all that we 
were shown. Because of the weather the audience was not large, but everyone 
there appreciated the well-presented and informative talk.    
 
Graham Manson 
  

March 4th Between a Rock and a Hard Place - The Story of Caher Bridge Garden 
When Carl Wright moved over from Devon to County Clare it was his love of 
potholing, photography and plants that brought him. The Burren was the ideal 
environment for Carl and although he only planned on staying a few years, 30 
years later he still calls it home, although he's quick to point out that he's still 
only a blow in! In 1999 Carl purchased a small cottage with some land on the 
edge of the Burren and set about renovating the place. He is very much a hands 
on type of guy and not only did he renovate the cottage almost entirely himself, 
but he then turned his attention to the gardens. What started out as a small 
tidying job very rapidly developed into an obsession. Fortunately Carl is a very 
talented man and the results (so far) reflect his skills and artistic flair. What he 
has achieved on such a challenging site can only be described as awe inspiring. I 
was particularly taken with his use of the abundant natural stone throughout 
the garden and would say his moon window was my favourite feature. 
  
In the first part of the presentation, the story he tells is enthralling as he takes 
you from the early stages of the houses renovation through the various 
developments in the garden and on to the gardens in their current state. I will 
not use the word finished as this is clearly a man who never does! There's 
always potential for new ideas or adjustments. He is quick to point out that not 
everything he tries has worked, and you can learn a great deal from your 
mistakes. 
  
For the second part of the talk we moved into plants and some of Carl's 
particular favourites. His passion and knowledge were very evident here and I 
found myself making notes of quite a few of his observations and 
recommendations. Carl is a very exceptional individual who describes himself 
as 'mad' and maybe rightly so. I mean, who in their right mind would sieve over 
1000 tonnes of topsoil by hand and barrow it onto site? But they also say 
there's a fine line between madness and genius! If you have not had the 
pleasure of attending one of Carl's talks then I urge you to do so, but even better 
visit Caher Bridge Garden and see for yourself. 
  
Adam Whitbourn 
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        Wesley’s Trees by Maeve Bell 
 
Those of us who were in luck last Christmas found a copy of Heritage Trees of 
Ireland in our stockings. One of the exceptional trees chosen by Aubrey Fennell 
for inclusion is the Sweet Chestnut, Castanea sativa, at Rossana near Ashford 
in Co. Wicklow. It is known as the Wesley Chestnut because John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, visited the estate and is said to have preached under the 
tree. Aubrey Fennell writes: ‘....it has the greatest girth for a broadleaf tree in 
Ireland. In 1903 it was 29ft/8.8m around its waist, and is now over 35 ft/10.7m 
and a modest 62ft/19m high, and has become stag-headed with crown die-
back.’ 
 
Two other trees associated with Wesley can be found near Belfast. Derriaghy 
was the home of Henrietta Jones, a noted socialite who married Edward Gayer 
in 1758. Gradually she became concerned about the salvation of her soul, so 
much so that, on one occasion when she attended a ball at Dublin Castle, she 
brought her prayer book with her and retired to read it between dances. She 
met John Wesley when he was preaching in Lisburn. Records show that he 
visited the Gayer house and that he preached under their yew tree on 16 June 
1778, remarking even then on the age of the yew. Some 230 years later it still 
stands, bushy and venerable. Aubrey Fennell calls yews ‘the Methuselahs of the 
tree world’; he reckons that some in Ireland are between 500 and 800 years 
old, so perhaps the Derriaghy yew isn’t ancient , merely middle aged. 
Henrietta’s daughter married and went to live nearby in Ballyskeagh so it is 
hardly surprising that Wesley delivered an outdoor sermon here as well. He 
apparently twisted two young beech saplings together as a symbol of the 
essential unity between Methodism and the Anglican Church. Today the two 
trunks merge in an explosion of humps and bumps, whorls and knots, 
butchered stumps and criss-crossing branches. It takes only a little imagination 
to see them as an allegory of inter-church relations on our island. 
 
References 
Heritage Trees of Ireland by Aubrey Fennell  
Our Remarkable Trees by Dinah Browne and Mike Hartwell  
     



 

 

 

 

34 

    Wesley’s Yew 
 
 
Wesley’s Beech 
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                        Details of upcoming events 
 
APRIL Wednesday 23rd at 6.30 p.m. GARDEN VISIT 
A visit to Tracy Hamilton’s historic walled garden at Ringdufferin House on the 
banks of Strangford Lough to see the impressive Rhododendron collection. 
An additional feature of the garden is the Monterey Cypress (Cupressus 
macrocarpa) which is the tree with the greatest girth of any tree in Ireland at 
12.65 metres, and was planted in the late 19th century (it is described in Aubrey 
Fennell’s ‘Heritage Trees of Ireland’) this together with a fine collection of other 
specimen trees makes this a visit not to be missed. 
LOCATION: Take the A22 South towards Killyleagh from the roundabout on 
the Comber Bypass. Proceed through Lisbane and Balloo and at 8.9 miles turn 
left into Ringdufferin Road. Keep straight on for 0.8 miles and the gates to the 
estate are on your right.  
ADMISSION: Members free. Non - members £5.00 
  
MAY Saturday 10th 11a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Spring Plant Sale and Garden Open Day 
Lismacloskey Old Rectory Garden, Ulster Folk & Transport Museum,  
Cultra, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 OEU 
 
Celebrate the spring season with a garden-themed afternoon at the Ulster Folk 
& Transport Museum hosted by the Museum’s Garden Volunteers and the Irish 
Garden Plant Society.  The focus for the afternoon will be the Old Rectory’s 
flower garden and the Vegetable Garden at Coshkib Hill Farm.  
The activities for the afternoon will include: 
A plant sale by the Irish Garden Plant Society. Garden tours led by Volunteer 
Gardeners at scheduled times. Cookery demonstrations inspired by the produce 
of the gardens. Seed planting or make a floral posie – great for children and 
families. 

MAY Saturday 10th at 11:00a.m. :  TWO GARDEN VISITS 
 
Deborah and Martin Begley’s Terra Nova Garden, Dromin, Kilmallock,                        
Entry: €5 
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LOCATION: From Cork, Travel through Charleville on the (N20) Limerick 
bound. After 9km turn right at crossroads following signposts for Martin Begley 
Glass and Terra Nova Gardens. Continue to follow signposts for the next 6 km.  

 
1:00pm Adjourn for lunch.   

2:30pm Kevin Begley’s Coolwater Garden. Entry: €3  

Location:  9 miles directly south of Limerick City, north west of Skule Hill.  
 

JUNE Saturday 7th at 2.0 p.m. 

A 2-2.5 hour tour of MOUNT STEWART. The itinerary, as suggested by Neil 
Porteous will commence with a guided tour of the formal gardens and then 
proceed up past the lake to Tír na nÓg, the burial ground of the Londonderry 
Family, then on to Rhododendron Hill, the new Fern area and the Maddenia 
Rhododendron site and on to The Walled Garden and Nursery. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to visit several of these locations which are not 
normally open to visitors.. 
LOCATION: 
Take the A20 from Newtownards heading South towards Portaferry. 
After about 5 miles you will see the entrance to the Estate on your Left. 
ADMISSION: The admission fee will be £5.65 for both Members and Visitors. 
Members of the National Trust can use their Membership Cards. 
 
JULY Saturday 5th at 2.30 p.m. GARDEN VISIT 

               21 Library Road, Shankill, Co Dublin. IGPS members free Visitors €5.00   
              We will be visiting Carmel Duignan’s garden in Shankill.    The garden covers a 

quarter acre and is situated near the sea. I hope you enjoyed reading Moorea, 
her article would have given you an indication of what to expect – large foliage 
plants are a special interest but there are many more treasures to be seen. 
Special interests are small flowering Clematis, Pseudopanax and Tetrapanax.  
For a preview see www.dublingardens.com.   
LOCATION:  Take N11 from Dublin, left at Loughlinstown roundabout, first 
right into Stonebridge Road and left into Library Road. 
 
JULY Saturday 12th at 2.30 p.m. A visit to the RHSI walled garden at 
Russborough House, Blessington Co. Wicklow. See A Note from the Chairman 
for details of plans for the walled garden by the RHSI. Russborough is on the 
N81 just 2 km after Blessington, 45 minutes from Dublin.   
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AUGUST Saturday 16th at 2.00 p.m. GARDEN VISIT & ANNUAL PICNIC 
The visit will be to Mrs Meta Page’s Billy Old Rectory Garden at 5 Cabragh 
Road, Castlecatt, Bushmills, County Antrim BT57 8YH 
This is a mature garden of 3 acres on an historic site. To the front of the 
Georgian rectory is a lawn with mature trees, an ancient well and a developing 
woodland with a small fernery. To the rear of the house is another large lawn 
with contrasting borders of roses, herbaceous plants and shrubs, as well as an 
attractive pond area. A wooden rustic fence separates the long herbaceous 
border from the kitchen garden, with greenhouse, herb, vegetable and fruit 
gardens. Beyond the lawn is a large old orchard with an ancient apple tree at its 
centre, as well as an experimental area with wild flowers and annuals.  
LOCATION:  
Travelling North on the A26, having passed Ballymena and on to the 
Ballymoney by-pass go straight on at Kilraughts Road roundabout then take 2nd 
right onto B66 signposted Dervock. Enter Dervock and turn left (B66) 
signposted Bushmills. Continue on this road through Derrykeighan. At approx. 
2.3 miles after Derrykeighan at Castlecatt turn right signposted Billy 0.5 miles 
and then immediately fork left onto Haw Road. Continue to the Church, turn 
right onto Cabragh Road, garden is on the right 
ADMISSION: IGPS Members free. Visitors £4.00 
 
SEPTEMBER Wednesday 3rd at 6.30 p.m.   GARDEN VISIT  
A visit  to Mr Adrian Walsh’s Garden at 59 Richmond Park, Stranmillis, Belfast. 
BT9 5EF 
A small, plant packed and interesting city garden combining a vibrant mix of 
perennials and grasses set within a formal layout that also incorporates trees 
and shrubs. 
LOCATION:  
Travelling from the roundabout at Stranmillis College towards Malone Road, 
Richmond Park is the second on the left. Number 59 is on the left hand side. 
ADMISSION: IGPS Members free. Visitors £4.00 
 
SEPTEMBER Saturday, 13th at 2.30 p.m.  
National Botanic Gardens, Kilmacurragh, Kilbride, Co. Wicklow 
Also in Moorea Seamus O’Brien wrote a wonderful piece on his Sikkim 
adventure and he is going back for a third visit in the autumn.  We usually visit 
Kilmacurragh when the rhododendrons are in bloom so this will be a chance to 
see the herbaceous borders and Seamus will tell us of future plans. It is planned 
to have a cafe at Kilmacurragh from July.  We will keep you informed via the 
web site of how these plans are progressing and it might be nice for us to be 
sociable and have lunch before our tour.   
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LOCATION: Kilmacurragh is south of Dublin on the N11. Turn right at the 
Beehive Pub, c. 1 km. south of where the dual carriageway turns to a single 
carriageway. Drive 5km. From the South on the N11 turn left at the Tap Pub. 
Drive 2.5 km. to a T junction. Turn right and drive for 1km, the entrance is on 
the left.  
    
OCTOBER Saturday 4th 12 noon – 5 p.m.  Autumn Plant Sale 
Rowallane Garden, Saintfield, Co. Down, BT24 7LH 
 
OCTOBER Saturday 11th 11.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.  
LEINSTER PLANT SALE  
TCD Botanic Gardens, Palmerston Park, Dartry.  
Donations of plants and help greatly appreciated 
 
OCTOBER Thursday 16th at 8.00p.m. National Botanic Gardens Glasnevin.  
A joint lecture with Alpine Society.  
John Dower “Why not make a Miniature Garden” 
This lecture will guide us through all the elements of  planning and planting up 
a trough - starting with compost ingredients, it's construction, selection of 
plants and finally planting up and applying final touches. 
 
OCTOBER Thursday 23rd at 7:30p.m. Autumn Lecture (in Association 
with Antrim Borough Council)  
The Old Courthouse, Market Square, Antrim, BT41 4AW  
In the Footsteps of Joseph Hooker - an expedition to the Himalaya 
by Seamus O’Brien. Seamus has travelled extensively in China and elsewhere to 
seek out plants for cultivation in Irish gardens, and to further his research into 
the Irish botanist Augustine Henry. Now he has turned his attention to the 
travels of Sir Joseph Hooker (1817-1911) in the eastern Himalaya in the mid-
nineteenth century, an expedition where Hooker collected the seed of a wide 
range of plants, especially rhododendrons. This was a landmark first 
introduction to cultivation of many highly ornamental species. Many of the 
Himalayan collections of Joseph Hooker came to Kilmacurragh and formed the 
basis of what was to become Europe’s most complete collection of 
rhododendrons from Sikkim, Bhutan and Nepal.   
Examples of this remarkable collection include the blood red R. thomsonii,   
R. edgeworthii, R. wallichii, R. barbatum and the magnificent R. falconeri.  
Many of these survive as veteran specimens at Kilmacurragh to this day and in  
his lecture Seamus will highlight expeditions he led to Sikkim in 2012 and 2013. 
 
ADMISSION: IGPS Members Free, Visitors £7  
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           Old Rectory Garden          
              Lismacloskey Ulster Folk       
                 and Transport Museum 
                        by Lorna Goldstrom 
 
This is a short account of my experience of voluntary gardening.  The garden in 
question came into being in the late 1980s but I wasn’t involved until some 
twenty years later.   A group from the IGPS and staff at the Folk Museum had 
decided to collaborate on a period garden for the Lismacloskey Rectory which 
would feature Irish cultivars where possible.   A general layout was agreed and 
volunteers came down once a month from spring to autumn to plant up and 
maintain the garden.  For some years, it worked.  But when I encountered the 
garden there were signs that it was falling on hard times.   With a pattern of 
once a month visits, the weeds were beginning to outstrip the efforts of the 
volunteers.   Though there were always the few dedicated souls who drove down 
to do a morning’s work, it must have been disheartening at times.   I remember 
a couple of Big Digs when the beds were cleared and cleaned, perennials 
divided and new planting charts made  once the compost was in.  Hoards of 
helpers.   Soup and sandwiches laid on.  Cheery banter in the rain and mud.   
But once everybody had gone it was hard to keep the garden beds looking good.  
And though the project was regularly on the agenda of IGPS committee 
meetings, improvements were slow to materialise.  Questions of labels for 
plants and the purchase of Irish apple trees were discussed for what felt like 
years.  (We did get the Irish apple trees eventually, through a generous 
donation, but labels?).  
 
So when in 2011 the Folk Museum authorities decided to put one of their young 
staff in charge of volunteer projects, and Lismacloskey Rectory garden was 
included as one of those projects, we remaining veterans scented opportunity.   
Our young administrator, Ruth, set about recruiting more volunteers, and we 
were off.   The first thing we agreed was that we would try to turn up each week 
on a Wednesday morning.  Eight of us, all told, got to work, not just on the 
three large beds in front of the Rectory, but also on some serious vegetable 
growing in the little plot beside the Hill Farm of Coshkib.   
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No matter that the vegetable plot was tiny – if three of us were inside the wire 
netting we risked each other’s teeth with the rake — but we fell to, encouraged 
by Andy, the Folk Museum’s enthusiastic head groundsman.  Our new recruits 
were young – well, considerably younger than we veterans.  And they rapidly 
overcame any initial shyness.  One was a champion digger, one didn’t turn a 
hair at pruning Rambling Rector (without gloves, that day), one opted to take 
on the weekly grass mowing, a full morning’s work.   Our initial eight dwindled 
after a while as the younger members found paid jobs, but we acquired more 
volunteers along the way, so even allowing for holidays, family difficulties, 
illness and lower numbers in bad weather, we kept up well.   
 
Because we have no formal leader (I just do some basic liaison) and certainly no 
prima donnas in the group, we have been able to go forward in a fairly 
democratic manner.   Though that approach brings its own disadvantages.  If a 
camel is a horse designed by a committee, our plantings come close to being the 
floral equivalent.  Themes, tasteful contrasts, complementary colours – forget 
it, we have the riotous cottage garden effect.  And we improvise, we go 
backwards, we undo each other’s efforts, we have inspired ideas one week, only 
to forget them the next.  In short, we muddle through.  I hear fervent 
discussions on Wednesday mornings about the desirability of leaving evening 
primroses and ragged robin where they seed, to give a pretty, informal style.  
‘Oh dear, I’ve been yanking those out all morning,’ comes the response, ‘they’re 
choking everything.’   Or, ‘This thing must go, it doesn’t fit in, it’s totally out of 
scale’ from someone, head down, bottom up.  ‘But it can’t be taken out – it’s an 
Irish cultivar’ says someone else.  (And we know we have to tiptoe round the 
Irish cultivars.)   ‘Besides, so and so brought it in, and they would be so hurt ...’   
But the Folk Museum and the general public love the results, so perhaps we’re 
getting something right.  
 
On one thing we’re all agreed, we learn much from each other.  We learn the 
names and habits of individual plants.  We can deal with the tall Irish junipers 
that the snow has split open; we can prune a viburnum at head height to bring 
the flowers within reach.   We divide the herbaceous plants and grow them on 
at home, to sell later.  We’ll try our hand at pruning those apple trees, and we’ll 
happily weed all the little rows of vegetable seedlings, so that we can bask in 
our achievements at harvest time.  Even when alien forces destroy the cabbages 
and beans we are not downhearted – we try again.  I have the job of recording 
what we have in the garden, and that is hard, hard work.  As fast as I log 
something, it moves mysteriously, or vanishes.  Well-wishers come down 
anonymously when I’m not around to pop something into a little space they’ve 
found.  I’m sure our special Anemone nemorosa was in front of that Primula 
last year.  Has somebody weeded it out?    



As to identification, there are experts everywhere who would have no trouble 
naming all our cultivars (so say the Committee).  But these experts are never 
around at the magic moment.   So I dither over Rosa mundi versus 
Apothecary’s rose versus Rosa gallica and hope that the yellow crocosmia truly 
is Rowallane and not some sneaky imitator.  
   

Our small team 
particularly 
enjoys the 
companionship 
of the work.  
Our morning’s 
efforts 
invariably end 
with the group 
decamping to 
the nearby cafe 
for an extended 
coffee/soup/ 
gossip session.   
We have our 
planning 
meetings there 
too, with Andy 

and Ruth.  The occasional lunch or tea party during the year, offered by one or 
another in the group, has been an unexpected delight, including, of course, a 
wander around the garden concerned.  And there have been some very 
pleasant, more formal occasions when we have been entertained by the Folk 
Museum with music, cream cakes and thank you speeches.  
 
We haven’t confined ourselves to hands-on gardening.  We’ve produced a little 
booklet of articles, poems and sketches that has drawn on various of our 
volunteers’ talents; a photographic record is coming along; we had great fun 
one day last year making a scarecrow and planting up seedlings with a school 
group, and our plant and potting shed jumble sale with the chance to make a 
tussy mussy (posy) in the Rectory parlour did well. 
 
Between weeding, planting and planning, our Wednesday mornings fly by.  Our 
list of Irish cultivars is growing, Paddy, I’m sure you will approve.  It has grown 
impressively with the recent donation of Irish primulas – all set out in order in 
our new bed, in front of the Lardizabala biternata and Citharexylum 
ligustrinum.  Phew.  Will definitely be needing the new labels.    
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